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CHAMBER LUNCHEON  
 

 

ñState of the Cityò 

By Mayor Marcus Knight  
 

 

January 8, 2009 

11:30 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. 

Lancaster Recreation Center 

Grand Hall 

 
Food provided by Bienvenidos Restaurant 

 

Marcus Knight is a product of the Dallas Independent School District, where he graduated 

with honors from the Business and Management Center Magnet. He went on to graduate 

from Florida A&M University, where he received his BS Degree with honors in Business 

Administration. Upon graduation, Marcus entered into the professional world as a manage-

ment trainee for Toyota Motor Sales, USA, where he became a marketing manager in the 

second largest district within Toyotaôs distribution network.  After moving back to Texas 

to be involved with his family's business, Marcus has garnered nearly ten years experience 

managing and or owning small businesses, including KnightCo Oil Company and ARK 

Waste Haulers, Inc. Currently, Marcus is Vice President and Chief Operating Officer for 

Knight Waste Services, Ltd., an independent residential waste collection company, that 

provides weekly collection and disposal services for 82,000 homes. 

(www.knightwaste.com) 

 

Marcus Knight was elected Mayor in the City of Lancaster, TX on May 10, 2008.  He pre-

viously volunteered on the Lancaster Economic Development Corporation Board of Direc-

tors, Lancaster Planning and Zoning Commission, as well as serving on the Lancaster 

Chamber of Commerce Board.  Marcus serves on the Best Southwest Partnership Board, 

Leadership Southwest Board, volunteers with Big Brothers and Sisters, and serves as Sec-

retary/Treasurer for the Lancaster Rotary Club. 

 

Marcus is married to his college sweetheart Tengemana, and they have three children: 

Avery (8), Sanaa (6), and Mia (2). Marcus is the second child of Richard and Mavis 

Knight, Jr. and has two brothers Richard L. and Nolan Knight. 

 

 

$18 per person, or $160 for a Sponsor table of  8. 

Please note that we have increased the price of lunch. 

Please make reservations by calling the Chamber at 972-227-2579. 

Jan. 7                               7:30 a.m. 

Chamber Board of Directors meet-
ing at Millbrook Healthcare, 1850 W. 
Pleasant Run Rd. 

 

Jan 7                               11:30 a.m. 

Network @ Noon at 

Los Tapatios on Town Square 

 

Jan. 8                              11:30 a.m. 

Chamber LuncheonðState of the 

City with Mayor Marcus Knight. 

 

Jan. 10                                   7 p.m. 

Lancaster Martin Luther King, Jr. 
2nd Annual Gala.  See page 6 for 
details. 
 

Jan. 15                                7-9 a.m. 

Rise and Shine Breakfast to be 
hosted by DeSoto. 

 

Jan. 16                               8:00 a.m. 

BSW Board of Directors meeting. 

 

Jan. 17                                  11 a.m. 

Sixth Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Parade.  See page 2 for 
details.  

 

Jan. 21                      11:30 a.m. 

Education Committee meeting at 
Bienvenidos Restaurant. 

 

Jan. 23              7:30 a.m.ð10 a.m. 

Texas Scholars Presentation.  
Need presenters for prepared slide 
show to 8th graders.  See page 8 for 
details. 

 

Feb. 12                            11:30 a.m. 

Chamber Awards Luncheon 

Grand HallðLancaster Recreation 
Center. 

http://www.knightwaste.com


SIXTH ANNUAL DR. MARTIN  

LUTHER KING JR., PARADE  
 

January 17, 2009  
 

Sponsored by the Lancaster Martin Luther  

King Jr. Foundation 
 

 

The parade will begin at 11:00 a.m. January 17. Line up will 

be at 9 a.m., at the Lancaster Elsie Robertson Middle School, 

822 Pleasant Run Road. The parade will end at Lancaster 

High School indoor sports complex.  Following the parade 

there will be a short program including excerpts from Dr. 

Kingȣs speeches, and interesting facts about his life, an 

Awards ceremony, participation from all elementary schools 

of Lancaster, and a band competition. The auditorium will be 

available in case of poor weather. 

 

Contact Persons for the event: 

Roosevelt Nichols ï Chairperson 214-417-8487 or 972-748-

6798.  For LISD Personnel - Contact Anita McPartland 

 

Co-Sponsored by: City of Lancaster, Lancaster Independent 

School District and Lancaster Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

WWW.Lancastermlk.org  
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Happy New Year!  I am excited to 

be your new Chairman for the 

Lancaster Chamber of Commerce.   
 

What do you hope to accomplish 

in 2009?  We all have a list in the 

back of our minds.  Well, starting 

today, we will move it to the fore-

front of four minds. 
 

Letôs get out pen and paper and write down three goals for 

the New Years.  Every day, do one thing that will help 

you achieve each on of your goals.  Thatôs three things 

each day. 
 

My three goals for the Chamber are:   

 1)  Increase membership;  

 2) Establish a strong Ambassadors Group;  

 3) Make ñShop Members Firstò our mantra. 
 

The Chamber is only as strong as its membership.  We , 

the members, ARE the Chamber.  I challenge each of you 

to do ONE thing each day to accomplish these goals for  

 

See Chairman é continued on page 3 

Jan., 2009 ï HAPPY NEW YEAR! é This is the time of year 

when we can look back to see what we did right - or wrong, and 

resolve to do better in ô09.  é We had record-breaking special 

events ï a great Gala in the spring, and a great Golf Tourna-

ment in the fall. é Those special events helped fund the Cham-

berôs 2008 Business Plan ï or commonly called Program of 

Work. é The year 2009 shapes up as a challenge, but if we 

continue to work our plan, we will be successful! 

 

ñChange your thoughts and you  

change your world.ò 
 

                       - Norman Vincent Peale 
 

Our combined Christmas in Olde Towne Lancaster was 

a huge success, with record crowds all along the way ï 

from The Lancaster Lights Christmas Parade to festivities 

on Town Square. é  The Lions Club did a great job in lining 

up all the participants, with our Mary Kinnard  providing her 

administrative support. é Meanwhile at Town Square, the en-

tire Parks and Recreation Department was creating a magical 

wonderland, with Santa landing in a helicopter, helping Mayor 

Knight and his family turn the switch to light the trees, and 

making an ñice skatingò experience for the kiddos. é Hundreds 

of people milled around the old shops, talked to Santa, and gen-

erally enjoyed a community happening. é The deer-lighted 

displays looked fabulous, thanks to The Lancaster Texas Heri-

tage Park Foundation. é Thanks to Nell, Bob, Mary, Lisa, 

The Lions Club, Gary, Jodi, Mark, and the entire LPARD staff, 

and all others who helped make successes of the ñLancaster 

Lightsò Parade, entertainment on Town Square, and the Tree 

Lighting.  Itôs amazing how productive we are when 

we all cooperate with each other! 

 

ñLife is a great big canvas, 

and you should throw all the 

paint on it you can.ò 
     

       - Danny Kaye 

 
Our Lancaster Chamber Luncheons were very popular in 

2008, with good attendance, great speakers, good food, net-

working, and great hosts at the Lancaster Parks and Recrea-

tion Dept.! é And we start off 2009 with a bang with Mayor 

Marcus Knight  speaking at our January 8, 2009, Chamber 

Luncheon in Grand Hall, delivering his first annual ñState of 

(See AROUND é Continued on page 3) 



 

Happy New Year to all!  My hope is that you had a restful 

and enjoyable holiday season.  Now that everyoneôs batter-

ies are recharged, the New Year means another opportunity 

to do great things personally and professionally. In this 

very article, I would normally offer a glimpse into the City 

and Councilôs goals and our progress towards those goals.  

Perhaps my intentional omission of those details will entice 

you to attend my first ñState of the Cityò address at the 

Chamber luncheon on January 8th.  I encourage our busi-

nesses and residents to put 2008 in the rearview, and notwithstanding what the 

prognosticators write or say, focus on the potential that 2009 has to offer.  Letôs 

do our part to make 2009 a great year for our city!    

Marcus Knight, Mayor 

City of Lancaster 
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2009 Board of  
Directors  

 
 
 

*   Vivian Chastain  
Bienvenidos Restaurant 

Chair  
 

* A. Z. Drones  
Atmos Energy  

Chair Elect 
 

*  Margie Waldrop  
Profile Commercial Properties 

Past Chair 
 

*  Melody Stillings  
Regions Bank 

Treasurer 
 

* Joe Johnson 
President 

 
 

Kenneth Govan  

Oncor Energy 
 

* Leslie Jutzi  
The Allen Group 

 
 Marcus Knight  

Knight Waste Services 
 

Chuck Luke  
AMREP 

 
Karen McClary  

Edward Jones Investments 
 

Katina Potts  
Maid 2 Serve U 

 
Mike Ratcliff  

Access Self Storage 
 

Kevin Smith  
DART Transit Company 

 
* Lynnette Lakey Taff  

Ten Mile Software 

 
Mr. John Thompson  

Walmart 
 

 
Ex-Officio Members  

 
Rickey Childers, City Manager  

City of Lancaster 
 

Mr. Eugene Young  
Lancaster ISD 

 
Mr. John Polewski  

Polewski & Assocs. 
 

Bill Conrad  
Today Newspapers 

 

 

Denotes Members of  
         Executive Committee  

Mayorôs Comments ï Lancaster Connection  

Mayor Marcus Knight 

 

Our Cityò address. é Catering will be done by Vivian Chastain and Bienvenidos. é February 

12th, 2008, brings us our Annual Awards Luncheon to be held in Grand Hall. é Get your 

award nominations in!        é And weôll see you 

                             é Around and About!  

AROUND é Continued from page 2 

 

your  Chamber of Commerce.  Here are some ways you can do this: 

 

A)   Invite your vendors and local businesses to join the chamber 

B)   Volunteer to join Ambassadors. 

C)   Make a concerted effort to frequent member businesses. 

 

I look forward to serving with each of you this year. 

 

Hereôs to a New Year and Prosperity for all. 

Vivian Chastain, Chairman 

Lancaster Chamber of Commerce 

CHAIRMAN é Continued from page 2 
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CHAMBER  HAPPENINGS  

Business After Hours with Chamber Members at  

Physicians West Office Building at 2700 W. Pleasant Run Rd. 

Sponsored by DASCO (property management company) 

Grand Opening of Lancaster ñLife Centerò in the Lancaster  

Community Park on Veterans Memorial Parkway  

(next to Lancaster Recreation Center) 
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Christmas Parade  
2008  

Best Marching Group 

Rosa Parks Millbrook Elementary Cheerleaders 

Best OrganizationðGreater Southwest Shrine Club 

Best Antique EntryðTexas RanFlas Dallas Car Club Best Lightedð24 Hours Wrecker 

Beset Youth GroupðRonald E. McNAir Elementary 

ñMajorette Diamondsò 

Best Business Entry 

Palacioôs & Sons Paint & Body Shop 


